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By a FREE ENQUIRER ofter Truth, 


—_— 


——_. 
— 


He that hath an ear, let him hear, what the Spirit 
ſaith unto the CAURCHES. REV. ii 29. 
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VERY DEAR FRIEND, 


HE Queſtion you propoſe to me is of ſuch im- 
portance as to command my attention, and oblige 

me to take the firſt opportunity of writing an anſwer. 
There is nothing of more conſequence among Chriſtians 
than the proper uſe of the /acred WORD oF GOD. 
It is therefore necellary for every one to conſider, whe” 
ther he 1nakes a proper uſe of this divine bliſſing. 
which God hath given him for the advantage of his im- 
mortal ſoul in time and eternity: And whether the 
uſe of it in the worſhip of Go p be not an important 


end for which it was given to mankind, and a proper 


mean for promoting the glory of the Diving Au- 
THOR, and the edification of thoſe on whom He hath 
beſtowed ſo diſtinguiſhing—ſo divine a favour.— This 


leads me to your Queſtion, 972. 


| Whether the reading of the an be a part of the 
public Worſhip of GoD in chriſtian Churches? 
In anſwer to this Queſtion, I beg leave to ſuggeſt 
the following conliderations. 
1. The Commandment of GoD is the firſt and beſt 
reaſon of every religious duty, eſpecially when the com- 
mandment is of a moral nature: But we find, that no 
ſooner he was pleaſed to commit any part of his word 
to writing, than immediately he commanded, as if it 
had been the very deſign of writing it, that the written 
word ſhould be rend, not ouly by parents and maſters of 


families, to their children and houſeholds, but by thoſe 


appointed to miniſter in holy things, to all the peopie, 
Aa when 
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when met at their public worſhip. The command to 
parents is, Thou ſhalt teach them diligently uato 
© thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou 
© ſitteſt in thy houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 


© way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 


© riſeſt up.”* The command for public reading the 
Lo RD gave to the Prieſts and Elders, ſaying, ** When 
« all Iſrael! is come to appear before the Lord thy 
„God, in the place which he ſhall chuſe; thou ſhalt 
* read this law before all Iſrael, in their hearing. 


* Gather the people together, men, and women, and 


„ children, and the ſtranger that is within thy gates, 
& that they may fear, and that they may leurn, and 
© fear the Lord thy God, and obſerve to do all the 
„ words of his law: and that their children may 
* learn to fear the Lord your God. 


From the 92oral reaſons which JEHovan hath been 


pleaſed to give for the divine exerciſe of reading his 
Word in public, it is plain, That ſo long as it conti- 
nues to be the duty of people to fear the Lord, and 
obſerve his commandments, juſt ſo long will it be the 


neceſſary duty of Miniſters to read, and people to hear 


and learn his ſacred Word, which is the rule of their 
faith and duty in all things. We are not to expect the 
end to be anſw: red, if we neglect the means GOP 
hath appointed to accompliſh it. That both old and 
young may hear and learn to fear the Lord, is the 


reaſon - given by GOD for the public reading of his 
Word, and if any perſon can aſſign a better reaſon, 


ſtampt with equal authority, why it ſhould 70? be 
done, it will then be time to lay aſide the duty; but 
"till that be done, which never can, it mult be pecu- 
lar preſumption to reaſon for the negle&, and much 
more to forbid the performance of a duty, commanded 
by divine authority, and recommended by the moſt im- 


a portant 
Deut. vi. 7. ＋ Lid, xi. %- 13. 
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portant uſefulneſt to immortal Souls, with tlie promiſe 
of he divine bliffing to attend the 1aith. -I ducnarge 
of it. | | | 
The moral reaſons given by JEROVAH himſelf, 
might be ſufficient to recommend the duty to chri 138. 
in all ages; (which is ſurely more than can be ſaid 
from ſcripture, for the modern method of preaching, 
which ſo many prefer to reading the holy Scriptures,) 
yet, to illuſtrate this neceſſary truth, let me add a 
few more conliderations. | 
2. The public reading of the Scriptures was of ſo 
great conſequence to the proper inſtruction of GO Ps 
people, that becaufe they could not all attend at Jeru- 
ſalem- ſo often as was neceſſary to obtain the deſirable - 
end, Synagogues were built in the moſt couvement 
parts of the land, and proper miniſters were appointed 
to attend them, for this ſpecial purpoſe, that the peo- 
ple might attend more frequently to receive the ſacred 
inſtructions. No Synagogue was allowed to be built 
where there was not a competent number of conſtant 
hearers to conſtitute a public affembly: And the 
whole of the Synagogue worſhip was calculated to 
edify the people by reading and expounding the Serip- 
tures then in writing. There were not leſs-than tree 
fourths of the time they were together, ſpent in this 
uſeful exerciſe, and the prayers and praiſes on thoſe 
occaſions, were all adapted to this ſingular part of ſer· 
vice, The reading of the lau. | 85 ns 
3. This divine ordinance of reading the Scriptures 
in puolic was not limited, like many ceremonies to | 
the Jewiſh church; for our divine Lo RD, Who was 
the end of the ceremonial law, authoriſed this part of 
divine worſhip by his own countenance sud practice. 
His firſt public miniſtration was reading the Scriptures 
in the Synagogues ;* which example is ſufficient to 
| A3 90 autho- 
CLule iv. 15, 16, 17. | 
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| (#8) 
| authoriſe the practice among his diſciples to the end þ 
of time. | 

And to ſhew that this was not merely occafional, | 
after he was aſcended into glory, and had ſent his Spirit j 
to qualify the Apoſtles for ſettling all the forms of | 
worſhip which ſhould continne in the chriſtian Church, 

we find, that hey alſo gave their public countenance 
to the reading of the Scriptures in the worſhiping aſ- 
femblies.F And when they wrote epiſtles, they com- 
manded them to be read in the Churches to which they 
were ſent; and alſo thoſe epiſtles that were ſent to 
other Churches, f ſuch epiſtles, being all that was then 
written of the New Teftament. Thus we have the 
countenance and authority of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
for the public reading of as much of both Teſtaments 
as was then in writing; more could not be read. — 
But it muſt certainly be a weak, if not a worſe reaſon 

For not reading them now, becauſe they are complete 
Rather it is a ſtrong argument why they ſhould be 
more frequently read, that we may ſooner come to 
a competent knowledge of the whole. 

4 However miſinterpreted, or little regarded, to- 
me it appears moſt evident, That a part of the Apoſtle 
Paul's inſtructions to Timothy. amounts to a poſitive 
command to him and all Miniſters of the Goſpel. to 
read the Scriptures in the Churches. When he gave 
him a ſyſtem of miniſterial duties which he' was to ex- 
erciſe in the Church, he ſums up what he ſhould do 
to the people in this command,—** Give attendance 
½ to READING, to exhortation, to doctrine 5 


Here KR E A DING is one of three public duties to 
Which 
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1 + Att xiil. 14, 15. Chap. 
} Col iv. 16. | 
$ 1 Tim. iv. 13. 
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3 
which he was to attend And a ſufficient warrant for 
all miniſters to follow the example. — Criticiſm itſelf 
cannot ſeperate theſe three duties; and if the reading 
mall be confined to the cloſet, the exhortation and 
doctrine muſt go there too, but with what propriety, 
let chriſtians —let common ſenſe judge. | 


5. Divine wiſdom points out this uſe of the Scrip- 
tures in the Churches, by the manner in which 
they are compoſed, —and the objects to whom they: 
are direted. —The whole is compoſed fer the general 
edification of mankind in what moſt concerns them. —. 
They are GoD's LETTERs fo mankind, and ſhould 
be publiſhed to all in every country where HE in his 


good providence is pleaſed to ſend. them. Wherever 


HE intends a Church, HE ſends his word to gather- 
the members of it out of the world; and being ga- 
thered, the Scriptures are ſtill to be publiſhed as the 
Lo RD's LESSONS of faith and practice to his chil- 
dren; and he that hath the ſanctified ear, will hear 
what the Spirit ſaith to the Chrrches.——N. B. The 
Spirit in the Scriptures ſpeaks to the CHURCHES: 
But how ſhall they fear, if they are never read to 


them as Churches? Reading to individuals, is the 


Spirit ſpeaking to» theſe individuals; and reading” to 
the Churches, is the Spirit ſpeaking to the Churches. 
If the Spirit ſpeaks in the Scriptures to. Churches, it ia 
certainly their duty to hear as Churches. what he ſays: 
But that he ſpeaks to Churches is evident; for not to 
mention in general, that the Goſpels, and other parts 
were intentionally written for the inſtruction of 
Churches; moſt of the Epiſtles in the New Teſta- 


ment were directed in a particular manner to Churches, 


and ordered to be read in them: and ao doubt. all 


we lovers. of Chriſt were delighted to hear what the 


Spirit 


(8 1 


Spirit ſaid concerning him: Put the renfon of not 


deſiring, to hear, is the want of the ſpiritual er- and 


a juſt ground of ſuſpicion to thoſe immediately con- 


cerned, that the heart remains unſanttified by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt. -—But this leads me to another reaſon 
why the Scriptures. ſhould be publickly read to the 
people. 

6. Becauſe in the Scriptures alone, GoD 93 di- 
redlly to both Saints and ners. - Mercies and judg- 
ments in providence, are the voice of GoD by ſuch 
inſtruments as He is pleaſed to employ, —and preach- 
ing may be called the voice of Gop fo far as it is 
agreeable to his will ;—But Revelation is Go p him- 
ſelf ſpeaking to the Conſcience; and as it is by this 
mean that HE gathers ſinners to Himſelf, as well as 


comforts and ſtrengthens his ſaints, where can it be 


more profitably publiſhed, than in public aſſemblies 


met to worſhip God, where perſons of both denomi- 


nations attend, who may be profired by it, as Gop 


is pleaſed to bleſs it for their ſpiritual advantage, by 


ſuiting it to their various ſtates aud circumſtances. 
| Thoſe who prefer preaching to the reading of Go D's 
word, which I am afraid, for want of proper attention 
to the very wide difference betwixt them, far too 


many do, are like the Vraelites whoſe hearts were 
not right with GoD, who, when CoD ſpoke from 


Mount Sinai, cried out, Tot not Go ſpeak to us, 
but let Mofes ſpeak to us.” - But every gracious ſoul 
will rejoice to, hear GoDp's ow? voice from Kevelation 
itſelf, and will ſay with delight, © We will hear 
what GoD the LoRD will ſpeak, for He will ſpeak 
peace to His people. 

Theſe who do nor like to hear the Scriptures read 

in worſhip, ſhould (crioully conſider, what a daring 


affront 
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affront they offer to the all gracious and good Go 5 
what a diſhonour they put upon HI by the contempt 
of His ſacred Mord What greater mark of diſeſteem 
can there be, than to deſpiſe a perſon's diſcourſe, and 
not think his ſpeech to us, worthy of our notice ? 


eſpecially when he addrefles us with very great ſeri- 


outneſs, and with the greateſt affection, for no intereſt 
to himſelf, but wholly for our good. In the Bible, 
the Go PD of glory ſpeaks to his creatures; He ſpeaks 


with the moſt perſuaſive energy, and with all the 


yearnings of parental tenderneſs and affection. From 
no other quarter, but from the ſacred volume, can we 
hear any thing, that can be uſhered in with a THS 
SAITH THE LORD. We ought therefore to hear 
with reverence, attention, and delight; and rejoice 
with filial fear, when we hear the voice of JE mn 0- 
Van ſpeaking directly to us from His divine Mord. 

7. The manifold uſes and ends of Revelation, all 


ſhew that it ſhould be publiſhed to the people in the 
worſhiping aſſemblies, where Go p. hath promiſed to be 


preſent to bleſs it for the ſacred purpoſes for which it 
is deſigned. I dare not attempt to ſhew the number- 
leſs and invaluable uſes and ends of Revelation—This 
would be preſumption indeed But plcaſe to take a 
ſummary of them in the Apoſtle's words. All Srip- 
ture is given by inſpiration of GoD, and is profitable 
for DOCTRINE, for REPROOF, for CORRECTION), 
for INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS: 
That the man of Go Þ may be perfect, thoroughly Fur- 
niſhed unto all good works.” One would be apt to 
think, that it would need no more to give ſanction to 
the uſe of the ſcriptures in public worſhip, than this 
comprehenſive character that the inſpired penman gives 
to them, every part of which, ſtrongly pleads the ne- 
seſſity of uſing them in public, to anſwer the great 

| ends 


( 10 ) 
ends they are calculated to promote. 
to declare and eſtabliſh religious truths ;—for Reproof 
to convince of fin, and to refute error — or Cor- 
rection— or renovation of the heart, and reformation 
of the life; or 7nſtruttion in Righteouſneſs—in 
that righteouſneſs which could never have been learned 
from any other book, and in which alone ſinful men 
may appear with comfort and ſafety before GoDp. 

The BIBIL E is the Church's Charter given by Go p, 
and ſealed with the Blood of CHRIST, wherein is 
written all the laws, regulations, gifts, grants, promi- 
ſes, privileges, &c. belonging to chriſtian Churches. 
To them it is a rich magazine of all ſpiritual comforts, 
under their various circumſtances in this world of ſor- 
Tow,——a divinely furniſhed diſpenſary of all precious 
and ſovereign remedies, for every diſeaſe that may 
afflict them,—an open ſtore-houſe of all neceſſary bliſ- 
ſings to ſupply their needs, a complete armory of well 
tried ſpiritual weapons, to defend them from their de- 
clared enemies, the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh,— 
an unerring compaſs, to guide them in their paſſage to 


the peaceful haven of immortal glory. Of what un- 


ſpeakable advantage would it be for Churches to be 
properly acquainted with the bleſſed contents of this 


ſacred volume, which contains all that is intereſting to 


them in time and eternity 


38. The purpoſes for which the Scriptures have been 
read in public, and the good effects they have had, are 
convincing arguments for the utility of the praftice.— 
60D himſelf. was pleaſed to give reaſons, pregnant 
with divine advantages, why that part of his word 
© which he commanded to be written, ſhould be read to 
all the people. And now when the Scriptures are 


complete, what gracious purpoſes might be accom- 
| pliſhed 
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pliſhed by publiſhing the cliaracter of the divine $a y 1- 
ou R. and ſalvation in him, to promiſcuous aſſemblies of 
faints and finners? ——As the converſion of ſinners is a 
work of Go p, it is more likely he will bleſs his ow 
word for that gracious purpoſe, than other means of 
any kind; eſpecially as it is divinely calculated for this 
end. The Law of the Lo RD is perfect, convert- 
« ing the ſoul : the Teſtimony of the Lo RD is ſure, 
% making wiſe the ſimple “.“ 

Not to mention the many 8 effects it has 
had in different parts of the world ſince Revelation was 
complete. we have ſeveral inſtances in Scripture, of 
the reading ſuch parts as were in writing being attend- 
ed with remarkable conſequences. No ſooner did the 
Fraelites withdraw their attention from the law, than 
God left them to fall into idolatry, and the hands of 
their enemies: But the reading of the law was the 
means of their conviction and reformation.——Foſiah 
trembled, and began reformation by reading the Lau 
to him. —— Jehoſebhat carried on his reformation by 
ſending men to publiſh the law to the people. Ezra 


and Nene mia reformed the captives returned from 


Babylon, and taught them their duty by the public 
reading of the Law. And ſo atteritive they were to 
this duty. that they ſpent a third part of their worſhip- 
ing days in reading, which could not be leſs than three 
hours.—yet ſome think it too much to ſpend a quarter 
of an hour in reading the Scriptures, though they are 
now complete MW hat way did our divine SAyiouR 
begin his miniſtry, and open his commiſſion ?——By 
rending a paſſage of Scripture, and applying it to him- 
ſelf. — What is the ſum of all the Apoſtle's ſermons ?— 


- Juſt the bling a part of the Old Teſtament, and 


applying 


| * fa. xix. 77 &c. 


* 


in this part, they general!) 


„ 


applying it to the circnmſtances of the New. 
ther they read or repeated the paſſages, it was the ſame 


Whes 


to their hearers, and is the ſame in this argument. 
It is certain, this was the way by which erer and Paul 
converted thouſands, Gop very ſeldom bleſſes other 
means for converting ſinners than his &yn divine Word, 
— which is the hammer that breaks the flinty heart. 
quicker than a two edged ſ word to pierce the obdurate 
foul—ſweeter than honey to the ſanctified taſte and 
more precious than much fine gold to the enlightened 
mind; conſequently, the reading of the ſacred word is 
pregnant with divine bliſſings and priviledges to both 
farnts and ſinners. 

But leſt any ſhould imagine, that the practice of read- 
ing the Scriptures in public worſhip was laid aſide when 


they were compleated, to the above conſiderations 


taken from the Scriptures, I ſhall add one more. 


9. That ancient Chriſtian Churches, and all modern | 


reformed Churches, whether more general or parti- 
cular, have made the reading of the Scriptures a part 
of their public worſhip. That the ancient Chriſtians 
did ſo, is evident from all the Church hiſtories of thoſe 
times, and all the apologies that were made for them. 
Such a reverence they had for Revelation, that they 
uſed it in the morning, at meals, and before they 
went to bed. In times of perſecution, they never 
failed to ſpend the moſt part of their time at meetings 
for worſhip, in reading me Scripiures. This praGice 
they took from the Ap3'ti2s themſelves, as is clear 
from the Apoſtolic inſtitut ens. And rather than fail 
„pointed two leſſons from 
the Old Teſtament, and two fem the New at leaſt, 
to be read at everv meeting his practice conti- 
nued till Popery rendered the uic of the Scriptures 

unneceſſary, 
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_ unneceſſary, and ſuperſeded them to make room 


for the human inſtitutions which were placed in their 
ſtead ; for they could not be both uſed in worſhip, with 
any degree of propriety. 

But it is beyond contradition, that thoſe parti. 
cular Churches that retained the truth, continued to 
nſe the Scriptures in their public worſhip. And it is a 
fact which none will deny, that no ſooner reformation 
from Popery took place in any country, than the firſt 
thing the Reformers did, was to publiſh the Scriptures 
to the people by all poſſible means, and eſpecially by the 


uſe of them in their public worſhip : yea copies of them 


were fixed in the places of public worſhip, that all 
who came might have the free uſe of them. Where- 
ever a reformed church has been, there the reading of 


the Scriptures was a part of public worſhip. In the 


Proteſtant Churches in France, Germany, and it's 
neighbouring countries, Switzerland, Geneva, Hol- 
land, England, Scotland, &c. this practice has been 
invariably admitted among the rules of their public 
worſhip. The Weſtminſter Aſſembly particularly ſay 
in their directory for worſhip, ** That the W RD 
*© REAP, though there follow no immediate explan a- 
«© tion of what is READ,—ris one of the ORDI- 
„% NANCES in particiuar Congregations,” This is 
as explicit as words can make it. | 

It has, and will be found a maxim, That Popery, 
and the public uſe of the Scriptures, like irreconcile- 
able enemies, have alternatively baniſhed each other, 
according as the one or the ether was countenanced by 
the people. And I am perſuaded, that the Devil 
could not contrive a better and more certain method 
of introducing Popery into any place, than firſt to get 
the public uſe of the Scriptures laid aſide among pro- 
feſſed worſhippers, And ſuch as oppoſe the uſe of them 

| B wi 


( 14 ) ; 
will conſider, whether they are not taking the mot 
eF2&ual method of introducing Popery or infidelity 
Into the land, For want of this privilege the Jews 
were often led into idolatry; but after the captivity, 
when they diligently obſerved this ordinance, they 
were never more in danger of falling into that ſin. 


It will be very difficult to aſign any other reaſon for 
ſuci a remarkable change of diſpoſition in that people, 
who befor-, were ſo prone to idolatry, and after, 
were even ſupe rſtitiouſly cautious againſt it, than the 
reading of the law and the prophets ſo frequently to 
them in ther ſynagogues. By the want of it, igno- 


rance abounded, the knowledge of Gon and his law 


was forgotten, conſequently they were eaſily drawn 
into the idolatrous uſages of neighbouring nations, —— 
But being properly taught their duty, and excited by 
the ſtrongeſt motives to obedience, at leaſt every ſab- 
bath, by hearing what GOD had written for their in- 
ſtruction, their zeal againſt idolatry was never allowed 
to cool. Hence our Saviour rather blames them for 
tranſgreſſing, or going beyond the bounds, by adding 
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traditions to the law, than not obſerving what was 


written, As by this method the Jewiſh religion was 
then preſerved, by the fame was Chriſtianity propagat- 
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ed at firſt, and has been preſerved to us: — It has with - 


ſtood all the artifices and cruelties which Hell and 
Heatheniſin could deviſe to ſuppreſs it. 


people, in the ſame manrer as the miniſters did the 
ehriſtian religion. But he was taken off before the ex- 
ecution 
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Even Julius 
tie Apoſtate was ſo ſenſible of this, that after all other ; | 
means to reſtore heatheniſm were rendered abortive, a 
by the conſtant publication of revealed truth in Chriſ- 7 
tian aſſemblies, as his laſt effort, he thought of cauſing } 
philoſophers to publiſh the heathen doctrines to the 
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ecution of this promiſing, but deviliſ device.. 
Howe ver, it is certain, that the want of conformity» 
in many particular Churches, to the Scripture rules 
for regulating their conduct, — the want of zeal in the 
public worſhip and ſervice of G o P, too viſible in every 
quarter, — the manifold diſorders which abound among 
profeſſing Chriſtian Menibers,—and the great want of 
chriſtian unity, love, and fellowſhip among them, may 


: [ be juſtly attributed to the neglect of a regular and pro. 
K per uſe of the Scriptures, which divine Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs have wiſely calculated to correct ſuch abuſes, 

and promote every ſocial chriſtian Duty 
And now, my dear Sir, review, with ferions atten- 

tion review, the evidence in theſe brief hints, and 


judge for yourſelf as in the fight of Go p, whoſe ſa- 
ered word is recommended for public uſe by chriſtian So- 


cieties in their worſhip. —The moral reaſons given by 
Jenvovan, which, like himſelf, are holy and unal- 
terable in their nature, while there are old or young 
to HEAR, and LEARN f fear the LoRD,——The 
great conſequence of this duty among Go D's People, 
and the peculiar attention paid to the performance of 
it in the ſynagogues, at leaſt every ſabbath.— The ex- 
ample of our divine LORD and his Apoſtles in the New 
Teſtament, who attended upon, countenanced, and 
practiſed the duty of reading the Scriptures in the wor- 
ſhiping aſſemblies.— The particular apoſtolic injnne- 
tion to Timothy as a miniſter of the goſpel, to attend to 
reading, ex%ortation, and dodtrine.— The manner in 
which unerring wiſdom, unbounded goodneſs, and 
divine mercy have compoſed the Scriptures, ſo ſurpriſ. 
ingly ſuited to ſaints and ſinners, for whoſe uſe they 
were deſignedly written.—The expreſs invitation or 
commandment of the aſcended King of the Church, 
to hear what the SPIRIT in the Scriptures faith to the 


B 2 CHURCHES, 
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Chucks. — The ſcope of the apoſtolic epiſtles, the 
intention of their being written to CHURCHES, —— 
The Scriptures alone being the voice of GoD, or GoD 
himſelf ſpeaking to the conſciences of both ſaints and 
ſinners, they, of all other means, muſt be molt effec- 
tual to anſwer the purpoſes of conviction and edifica- 
tion, — and what an affront it muſt be to divine majeſty 
to negle& to hear HIS VOICE, or prefer any other 
thing to 7t?— | The ineſtimable -uſes, and 
gracious ends of Revelation, all ſo admirably ſuited to 
every uſe, to every circumſtance that individuals or 
churches can be in 'till the great drama is finiſhed, — 
The promiſe of God's preſence to bleſs his own inſti - 
tutions, —and the ſpecial intereſt which C/urches have 
in theſe ſacred records, as their rule of faith and prac- 
tice here, and their conducting, ſupporting, and com- 
forting guide to glory. — The purpoſes for which this 
duty has been performed, and the bleſſed effect it has 
had upon erring, individuals, —a preſervation from 
idolatry, to the Jews,—a happy mean of converting thou- 
ſands to the chriſtian faith, —propagating chriſtianity, 
—=preſerving the truth in Churckes amidit popiſh dark- 
neſs, carrying forward the reformation from popery, 
and the only practice among proteſtants that can ef- 
fectually hinder the increaſe of popery and infidelity 
among them. —Ard if you pleaſe, you may add the 
practice of Churches ancient and modern (popiſh ones 
excepted) which have admitted this as a part of their 
public worſhip, —and the viſible advance of error, and 
decline of true godlineſs, where this ſacred inſtitution 
has been deſpiſed or neglected. 


If: theſe, and ſuch like con!{'derations' 8 no weight 


to make people attend to this ſpecial chriſtian duty, it 
may be aſked, Where is eur religion, when the foun- 


dation of all its doctrines and duties is ſo much neglect- 
ed 
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ed in worſhiping aſſemblies? Is not this the deſign 
and uſe of that Revelation with which Go D bleſſed the 
world, —that hereby we ſhould know the certainty of 
thoſe things, wherein we are inſtructed. be made 
wiſe into ſalvation, —and by the promiſed Spirit ſpeak- 
ing in the Scciptures, be guided into all truth ?—Ts this 
our kindneſs to our divine LoRD, and beſt Friend, to 
treat the Revelation he hath given us with indiffe- 
rence? Is this the influence which the unſpeakable 
love of Gop, and the tender compaſſions of a ſuffer- 
ing, dying Saviour have vpon us, who expired in death 


to give teſtimony to the truth, and bring us from dark»: 


neſs to light? Is this the entertainment we give to the 


moſt important truths, ſurrounded with ineffable wiſ- 


dom, the reſult of divine councils, - which are the won- 


der and delight of exalted angels and ſaints, furniſh. 


matter for eternal contemplation in glory,—and the 


unwearied ſongs of adoring ſeraphs? Are they the glorious 


truths to which CaRIsT bore witneſs, ſealed with 


his precious blood, the ſubject of ſo much affeQtion, 
wonder and eſteem in heaven, and ſhall they be neg- 


ljected and undervalued upon earth, by nen, for whoſe 


ſalvation and happineſs they were deſigned, to whom 
they bring life and immortality to light, and open ſuch. 
an amazing ſcene of triumphing love, unutterable 


mercy, and victorious grace ? 


When the Cord of GoD meets with ſo much neg- 
left or contempt, it is the duty of all who love their 


Saviour, to embrace every opportunity of declaring _ 


their unbluſhing regard te him as their only LokD, 
and their eſteem for his adorable Revelation, and by a 


vigorous zeal for its honour, ſhew with what affection 


the pure light of it-is received in their ſouls, and how 
bighly they prize the glory of their Redeemer. By 
this they will ſhew themſelves to be faithful ſervants of 
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E 
CHRIST, and give obedience to the injunctions of our 
holy Religion, To contend earneſtly for the faith once 
delivered to the Saints-—To hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, which we have heard in faith and love which 
is in CHRIST JESUS, 
The common objections to the practice of this ordi- 


nance are ſo frivolous, that they juſtly merit the con- 


tempt of every chriſtian. But leſt the objectors ſhould 
be vain, and glory in what is their ſhame, I ſhall notice 
the ſtrongeſt of them: and that which challenges the 


firſt place is, That people may read the Scriptures at 


home.” 


Whatever ſtrength is in this objection, it will equally 
hold againſt praying and praiſing in public; — People can 


do theſe at home. But I have always obſerved, that 


ſuch as are moſt indifferent about the parts of public 
worſhip, are moſt careleſs about them in private. He 
who makes confcience of his duty in private, will love 
and deſire to attend it in public. Pray aſk this objector, 
Does he duly obſerve to worſhip GoD in his family? 
If he does not,—we need not wonder that he diſre- 
gards public worſhip. If he does.—is it in the chriſ- 
tian manner, by reading. praying, and praiſing, ? If he 


makes the reading of the Scriptures a part of the wor- 


ſhip of Gop in private, why reject it in public? If 
he curtails his private devotion, by excluding Revela- 
tion from it, be not ſurpriſed at his indifference about 
public worſhip. —But when has he a more proper time 


for reading the ſcriptures ?——To be ſure, when an 


hour can be well ſpared from more neceſſary affairs, 
as an amuſement to himſelf. ——Alas ! it may be ſup- 
poſed with great probability, that far too many attend 
public worſhip from no higher motives than amuſe- 

ment, curioſity, itching ears, &Cc. 
But though I were to grant, that ſome make ſo "ood 
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ur 7 nſe of their Bible at home, as to ſee no need THEY 
20 ® have of hearing it in gone ; yet theſe, if they under. 
nd 5 ſtand what they read, will do nothing, nor deſire that 
ch E | any thing ſhould be done, to hirder the ſpiritual com- 


fort and edification of Go» 's children, - or what may 
lead to convince, convert, and reclaim ſinners from 
the evil of their ways; for both which gracions pur- 
poſes, the word of G0 is divinely calculated ; and the 
only mean by which it can beſt anſwer theſe general 
ends, is the publiſhing or reading it in afſemblies where 
people of both denominations are ſuppoſed to be pre- 
ſent. Becauſe I can reap no benefit from a good thing 
myſelf, why ſhonld I hinder others from receiving 
advantage of ſo much conſequence to their immortal 
ſouls? With regard to ſaints, it muſt be robbing them 
of what they moſt delight in, ——hearing the voice of 
their Gop and SAVIOUR ſpeaking to them in his 
own word, which, to them, is of more value than all 
the oratory of angels and men. With reſpect to ſin- 
ners, it is taking from them the means which Gop 
ordinarily bleſſes for gathering them into his kingdom. 
To keep the uſe of the Bible in public from them, is the 
ſame to them as if they were debarred from attending the 
public worſhip, which every one mult conclude would 
be cruel indeed. —No man ever was, nor is it poſſible to 
be too well acquainted with the Bible, — but it is a moſt 
lamentable truth, and a groſs reproach upon Chriſtianity, 
that ſo many thouſands live ignorant of the ſaving 
truths contained in the Bible. They criminally neg. 
lect the uſe of the Scriptures in private, and they have 
no opportunity of hearing them read in public, (for 
which others than they will have to account) conſe- 
ſequently they live and die in ignorance, the moſt 
dangerous darkneſs, while the divine light hath been 
ſhining around them! The fate of ſuch poor ſouls, is 


5 | 
of itſelf ſuffcient, to wake every tender heart melt. 
and zealouſſy endeavour to have them informed by all 
poſiible means, of which, the reading of the Scriptures 
to them in public. is certainly one, and ſuch a one as 
Gop hath often graciouſly bleſſed for the molt ſalutary 
purpoſes. | 

There is mother objection that ſome Diſſenters 
make, which, for their ſakes, I am almoſt aſhamed to 
mention, viz. © Becauſe the Scriptures are read in the 
Church of England worſhip, therefore they would not 
have them read in their Mecting-honſes v This 
ſhews criminal prejudice, as well as inexcuſeable igno- 
rance, and in the perſons too who ſay they can read 
them at home! But if they did fo, and under{iood 
what they read, they would never talk of neglecting 
a poſitive duty becauſe ſome, whom they do not love, 
practiſe it. Such perſons, I ſuppaſe, would not chuſe to 
go to heaven, if church- men came there! Why do 


not they, for the ſame reaſon, reject praying and praiſ-- 


ing becauſe churchmen are guilty of ſuch errors ® — 


Though the Devii ſaid z? zs written, and cited Scrip- 


ture too, our blefled Saviour did not lay {ide the ex- 
preſſion, nor the practice of citing Scripture + —Such 
prejudice, —ſuch ignorance ſhew they know nothing of 
revealed truth, which, out of pity to their ſouls, 
ſhould be read in their hearing, perhaps, it may be the 


the bleſſed mean of opening their eyes, and ſaving. 


them from ſuch fatal deſtruction as their ignorance will 


inevVi- 
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Whatever faults may he in the form of the Church 


of England worſhip. | am certain this is none of them. 
It is rather a glory in their worthip that ſo much of re- 


velation is conſtant!» ed in it. 


+ | hope none will imagine, that I mean any perſonal 
compariſon here. | 
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inevitably hurry them to, if the mercy of Go p pre- 
vent not. | 

The laſt objection 1 ſhall mention is, That 7t Jeaves 
foo little time: for the miniſter's ſermon or lecture. 
and that they do it on purpoſe to cone the time, that 
their ſermons may be ſhorter. —This objection is of the 


ſame complexion with the former, it ſhews great weak-=_ 


neſs, —and the latter part evidently proceeds from 
a bad heart, poſſeſſed by a"principle of cenſoriouſneſs 
and raſh judging, inconſiſtent with the meek ſpirit of a 
Chriſtian, endowed with the charity that thinketh no 
evil. Were miniſters to introduce arbitrarily, any 
practice that is without countenance in Scripture, or 
ſomething of lefs conſequence than the produtt of their 
own ſtudy, there might be, perhaps, ſome ground for 
ſuch a conjecture, that they wanted to conſume time: 
But I would have a very favourable opinion of that 
miniſter who would prefer publiſhing the truth in re- 
velation, as more likely to promote the glory of his 
maſter, whoſe teſtimony it is, and the edification of 


| thoſe to whom Gop hath ſent it, to any thing that he 


could prepare by every effort of human invention ..— 


On the other hand, I would find it difficult to give 


a proper excuſe for the miniſter, who had a higher 
eſteem for his own produQions as means to promote 
the glory of GOP, and the edification of his people,. 
than for the ſacred volume which divine wiſdom com- 
poſed for theſe invaluable purpoſes —I know not 
what may be the deſigns of ſome Hiniſters in ſetting 
aſide the uſe of the Scriptures in public worſhip, to 
make room for the fruits of their own ſtudies : but E 
am certain, that it was not the deſign of the M1yt- 
STRY Which CHRIST appointed for the edifying of 
his body the CHURCH» 

Would not any Chriſtian ſhudder at hearing it aſert 

ed 


„ 
ed, That the Bible is of no more public uſe tha? to be 
a text beok to the Clergy in their ſtudies.--—Put 
what leſs can be concluded from the very dle uſe 


made of it in many places of public worſhip ? where no 


more is read tha! a detached verſe, or a clauſe of a 
verſe, as a text from which the minifter intends to 
ſpeak. And ever: s is an unneceſſary formality ; for 
if the ſermon be ad, the text is at the head of the 
ſcroll ; if it is not read, the text may be given without 
book as well as the ſermon, conſequently there is no 
uſe for a Bible being ever ſeen in ſuch places of wor- 
ſhip! TI need not expoſe ſuch unchriſtian like conduct, 
the bare mentioning it is. enough to make every pro- 
feſſing chriſtian bluſh. Here it may be aſked, Which 
way went the ſpirit of the LORD frem the ordinance 


of reading the Scriptnres in public worſhip, to compo- 


ſitions of human ſkill and induſtry ?!——Such viſible diſ- 
reſpect to the ſacred records of heaven calls for the 
deepeſt regrate, and demands the moſt ſpeedy amend- 
ment; till this takes place, it is as unreafonable to ex- 
pect the divine bleſſing will attend any thing that is put 
in their room, to profit people in ſpiritual knowledge 
and growth of grace, as to expect the ſtreams will flow 
when the fountain is cut off, 


Any other obje&ion that is made, is, if poſſible, of 


lefs conſequence than theſe mentioned. I ſhall, there- 
fore, upon the whole, make this general remark, — 
That to me, it ſeems very furpriſing, that a poſitive 
duty, ſo pregnant with ſpiritual privileges, againſt 
which nothing can be advanced, but what flows from 
ignorance or prejudice, ſhould not be practiſed in every 
place of worſhip. Miniſters who neglect this part of 
their duty muſt not reckon themſelves under the obli- 
gations laid upon Timothy, to give attendance to 
READING, fe ex/hortation, to doitrine, They are 

: equally 
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equally the duty of every miniſter, And more ſucceſs 
might be promifed againtt tlie kingdoin of Satan, were 
the weapons of Go p's appointing more uſed, viz, The 
ſword of the Spirit, which is the Word of Go p,—all 


ocher will be ineffectual, while this is deſpiſed and 


rejected. 

I know ſome very reſpectable Difſenting Miniſters 
have bei ſpoken to on this ſubject, who freely ap- 
proved' © the duty here recommended, and would 
willingly ut it in practice, BUT Bur what? — 
many of brethren do it not. No. — This reaſon is 
every way ſo weak, that men of judgment and cha- 
racter will certainly not mention it. B u T—our worldly 
intereſt may be hurt. — T bis cannot poſſibly be the 
reaſon. No miniſter, I am certain no honeſt one, 
will negle& his duty, for any pecuniary. advantage 
whatſoever. RUi—it may give OFFENCE.—Moit 
certainly — The Devil will be enraged, —and perhaps 
ſome may be ancry fer ſuch reaſons as are before men- 
tioned :—yea, th-y may leave their congrepations alſo. 
— Bt, can any congregation of Chriſtians be the worſe 
by wanting ſuchi people? —In nothing but the loſs of 
what they, perhaps, contributed to the civil intereſt, 
witch GoD will otherwiſe provide. 

The belt things that ever was publiſhed in a ſinful 
world have always given offence. 'Fhe humble and 
holy life, heavenly doctrine, beneficent, godlike mira- 
cles, meritorious death, triumphant reſurrection, glo- 
rious exaltation, of the bleſſed JEsUs,—in ſhort, the 
whole plan of ſalvation by CHRIST, publiſhed in the 
goſpel by inſpired apoſtles, —all and every part of it gave 
offence, -was to the devout ſelf-righteous JEws a 
ſtumbling-block, and to the wiſe and learned Greeks, 
fooliſtneſs ;—But unto hen who were called, among 
both Jews and Greeks. CHRIST the power of Gop, 
and the wiſdom of Gor. 1 Cor. i. 18,—25. The 
ſame truths are now to be read which the apoſtles 
preached, and will meet with the ſame reception a- 
mong thoſe who are of His world to the end of time. 
The ſame antipathies {till remain to the knowledge of 
divine truth. But who will be offended? The moral 
complexion of the offended party is no bad mark of the 
goodneſs or badneſs of a cauſe. And in ſuch caſes of 
#fence as the preſent, the character of the offended 


ſhould 


P 


* — owe 
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ſhould be impartially conſidered, when it will be found 
a truth beyond deſpute, That to hate, or be offended 
at glorifying GOD by publiſhing his ſacred word for the 
benefit of ſaints and ſinners, 7s none of the ſpots of 
GO p's Children. | 

If any miniſter ſhall prefer his worldly advantage to 
the glory of his maſter, and the edification of his peo- 
ple, and reſerve himſelf to fiſh in the troubled waters, 


by opening a ſanctuary for the reception of haters of 


the Bible (this is not too hard a character for ſuch as 
fly from hearing it rea as from ſome hateful thing) — 
envy not the ſuitable connection —ſuch paſtor ſuch 


flock, —Pray, let us not grndge that temporal plenty 


and proſperity which runs in ſuch a channel, more than 
we would the way that Gop makes the ſun to ſhine, 


and the rain to fall. — Kather let us fincerely pray for 


them, pity and lament their dangerons infatuation, and 
the want of the preſence and blifling of the great Shep- 
herd, - Who owns none for his ſheep but ſuch as hear 
HIS VO07Ce. 

Let faithful miniſters do their duty, notwithſtanding 
prejudices which come from no good quarter, and leave 
the event to GOD, who will bleſs that word which he 
magnities above his name, and make it anſwer all the 
purpoſes for which he ſends it to any people. As for 
fuch as will not. I humbviy adviſe them, to provide 
better resſons for this neglect, than any I have yet 
heard; for I am afraid they will not avail them when 
an account is taken of all our conduct by n 1» who 
knows the principles of action, and the importance of 
his own commands. 

There are ſeveral other conſiderations concerning 
this ſubje& which have occurred in writing the above, 
but as you may perhaps communicate. the contents of 
this to ſome of your moſt candid neighbouring mini- 


ſters, the reſult of witch, J hope you will favour me 


with, I ſhall reſerve them, with the fate of this epiſtte, 


for the ſubitance of another letter. In the mean time - 


believe me to be your affectionate friend, and a hearty 
wellwiſher to the ſncceſs of revealed truth, for the 
glory of our Divine Redeemer, and the ſpiritual edifi- 
cation of all the veſizls of mercy. 
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